INTRODUCTION
A short History of the Exploration of the Indian Palm-Flora
Alexander von Humboldt1 wrote in the year 1849: "It is re-
markable that of this majestic form of plants (palms) up to the
time of the death of Linnscus only 15 species were described.
The Peruvian travellers Ruiz and Pa von2 added to these 8 more
species. Bonpland3 and I, in passing over a more extensive
range of country from 12° S. Lat. to 21° N. Lat. described 20
new species of palms, and distinguished as many more, but
without being able to obtain complete specimens of their flowers.
At the present time, 44 years after my return from Mexico,
there are from the Old and New World, including the East
Indian species brought by Griffith, above 440 regularly de-
scribed species. The "Enumeratio Plantarum" of my friend
Kunth, published in 1841, had already 356 species." It is
evident from this account, that the progress made .in the ex-
ploration of the palm-flora in general was a very slow one, ajud
it cannot be expected that the knowledge of the Indian palms
was much advanced at that time. In Rheede's "Hortus Mala-
baricus," which was finished in 1703, only those palms are
described which have been cultivated in India from time
immemorial (Areca catechu, Phoenix sylvestris, Borassus
flabellifer, Cocos nueifera, etc.). Roxburgh's "Plants of the Coast
of Coromandel" (1795-1816) contains only a few species, whilst
his "Flora Indica", which appeared 17 years after his death
(in 1832) brings the number of palms up to 41. At about the
same time Wallich's" Plants Asiatics? Rariores" (between 1830 and
1832) was published by the East India Company. Though valuable
1 A. v. Humboldt, Aspects of Nature in Different Lands and Different Climates. Vol.
JL 126. London,.! $50. (Translated from the German.)
^Hipolito Ruisc Lopez, born in 1T54. was in charge of Ihe Botanic Garden of Madrid,
and died in Madrid in 1815. He and Joseph Pavon undertook (1779-1788) a scientific
tour through Peril, Chili, and the neighbouring Spanish Provinces. Jn a shipwreck they
lost the greatest part of their botanical collections. The results of their travels were
published in the "Flora Peruviana et Chilensis," Madrid, 1798-180-2, an<l the "Syetema
vegetabilium floras Peruvian* et Chilensis." Madrid, 1798.
3 Hunaboldt, in company with Bonpland, travelled in Spanish America between
and 1804.

